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https://digitaleconomymag. com/2024/02/kenya-2023-robotics-and-ai-society-bill-meets-opposition-from-tech-industry-players/.
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Figure 3: Status of Al Strategies & Policies, Data Protection Legislation and Agencies in Africa
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The Role of Standards in the East
Asian Miracle: Core Infrastructure
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Japan: From “shoddy imports”
to paragon of global quality

Japan’s ascent as a global leader in manufacturing
is inseparable from the metamorphosis in its qual-
ity standards. Before World War 11, Japanese con-
sumer exports were frequently synonymous with
low quality and unreliability, a damaging reputa-
tion rooted in mass-produced, inexpensive goods.>
Although pockets of exceptional craftsmanship
existed, particularly in traditional artisanal sec-
tors, and the country invested significantly in mil-
itary hardware, the consumer goods sector more
broadly lagged significantly in consistent quality.
The postwar imperative for economic reconstruc-
tion and export-led growth demanded a radical
break from this past. Crucially, Japanese industrial
leadership proved exceptionally receptive to exter-
nal expertise at a pivotal moment. When American
experts on quality W. Edwards Deming and Joseph
M. Juran lectured in Japan in the early 1950s under
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https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/4114865

The Republic of Korea:
Strategic standardization
as an engine of industrial
transformation

The Republic of Korea’s extraordinary journey
from postwar devastation to global technological
powerhouse offers a compelling case study in the
deliberate deployment of standards and quality
infrastructure as core instruments of industrial
policy and export competitiveness. Although
Korea shared the East Asian model in having a
developmental state, its approach to standardiza-
tion was anchored in a systematic integration of
standards into the national economic strategy and
a pioneering role in stimulating education in the
area of standardization. Ultimately the country
transitioned from adopting to authoring interna-
tional standards, particularly in the area of infor-
mation and communications technologies.!®

for Global Competitiveness

China: Strategic
standardization for global
leadership

China’s stunning economic ascent, lifting hundreds
of millions of people out of poverty and transform-
ing the nation into a technological superpower,
represents a distinct yet integral chapter within the
narrative of the East Asian miracle.2 Although state-
led investment, export-oriented manufacturing,
and development of human capital were essential
to the country’s economic success, the development
community has overlooked China’s strategic use
of standards and quality infrastructure in indus-
trial upgrading and global integration. China’s path
reflects a transition from passive adoption of foreign
standards to active leadership in developing them,
particularly in the areas of telecommunications,
high-speed rail, and renewable energy.

Chinalaid the foundations for its economic miracle
during the post-1978 reform era. Recognizing that
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